20th Anniversary of the adoption of the Basel Convention
A celebratory event to mark the 20th Anniversary of the adoption of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal will take place on 17 November 2009 in Basel, Switzerland, the city that gave its name to the Convention on the occasion of its adoption in 1989. This high-level event is jointly organized by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention and the Canton of Basel-City with the generous support of the Swiss Government. It will take place from 11:15 to 14:00 at the Rathaus, Basel (Marktplatz 9,CH-4001)
The event will provide a unique opportunity to show how the ever increasing generation and unsound management of numerous types of hazardous wastes affect human health and the environment globally. The event will also demonstrate the contributions that the Basel Convention has made during the first twenty years of its existence to solve this acute problem, and what still remains to be achieved in the future. 

The anniversary event will be held in the presence of a limited number of invited guests representing entities with a special relationship to the Basel Convention. His Excellency Mr. John N. Michuki, Honourable Minister for Environment & Mineral Resources of Kenya, His Excellency Dr. Gusti Muhammad Hatta, Minister of the Environment of Indonesia and His Excellency Mr. Carlos Costa Posada, Honourable Minment, Housing and Territorial Development of Colombia will attend in their capacity as past, current and future Presidents of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. His Excellency Mr. Moritz Leuenberger, Federal Councillor and Head of the Federal Department of Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications of Switzerland will be present as representative of the host country of the Diplomatic Conference in 1989. Representatives of the Canton of Basel-City, of the Swiss Federal office for the Environment and invited guests from international organizations in Geneva, the heads of the Geneva based Permanent Missions of the Member countries of the Expanded Bureau of the Basel Convention, representatives of industry, science, economy and non governmental organizations from the Basel region, as well as national and international media will also be invited to participate in this event.
The anniversary will include a high-level panel discussion on “Visions for waste in the next 20 years”. The three Honorable Ministers will be joined by Mr. Christoph Brutschin, Member of the Government of the Canton of Basel-City, and Ms. Katharina Kummer Peiry, Executive Secretary, Secretariat of the Basel Convention, to share their visions for a future world in which wastes are managed in such a way as to protect human health and livelihood, and combat poverty. 
During the event, the Ministers will also launch the Basel Waste Solutions Circle, an initiative to implement the 2008 Bali Declaration on Waste Management for Human health and Livelihood. The launch will feature a presentation of four high-visibility projects from Kenya, Indonesia, Colombia and Switzerland that each contribute in a concrete way to protecting human health and livelihood through waste management.
Ms. Katharina Kummer will deliver a concluding statement and also will announce the release of a report “Waste without frontiers”. The report contains analysis of data on the transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes reported by Parties to the Basel Convention for the period 2004 to 2006.
