Comments received from Norway on 10 December 2007 

Submission by Norway related to decision OEWG-VI/16 on

addressing the interpretation of paragraph 5 of article 17

of the Basel Convention

Reference is made to decision OEWG-VI/16 and the request for comments. 

Norway would like to submit the following views:

1. 
Norway respects the view that paragraph 5 of article 17 of the Basel Convention is ambiguous on the entry into force of amendments. 

2. 
The Parties to the Convention have the ultimate power to agree on the interpretation of the Convention. Reference is made to COP decision VIII/30 and to the United Nations’ Office of Legal Affairs advice of 12 February 2007. 

3.
Norway maintains its position that the understanding of the wording of paragraph 5 of article 17 of the Basel Convention in “the Parties who accepted them” must be that it refers to three fourth of the number of Parties who accepted Decision III/1 when the decision was adopted at COP III. 

4.
Norway furthermore underlines the need to reach an agreement on the application of paragraph 5 of article 17. Resolving the issue by way of a vote should be avoided. 

