Honorable Mr. René Schaetti

Ambassador of Switzerland,

Representatives of Sectretariat of the Basel Convention,

Executive Director of the Basel Convention Regional Center,

Distinguished Guests,

Dear participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Indeed it is a great honor and pleasure to be given such an opportunity to open this important regional workshop, the workshop on Promoting Ratification of the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damages Resulting from Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. I would also like to extend warm welcome to you all on behalf of the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Dear Participants:

Industrialization is a major factor in economic development and has made many positive contributions to the health and well-being of people around the world. On the other hand, industrial practices in both developed and developing countries can bring about adverse health and environmental consequences due to, for example, the release of air and water pollutants, the generation and unattended disposal of hazardous wastes.

Exposure to hazardous wastes can lead to harmful effects to a single organism, a population, an ecosystem or the biosphere. On human beings, this may range from death, to ill health or loss of amenity. Human beings and animals can be exposed to hazardous wastes through the environment directly. Human beings can also get indirectly exposed to hazardous wastes at work or by consumer products. Harmful effects of hazardous wastes also entail detrimental changes to fauna and flora of a given habitat. Therefore, it has become clear that human and environmental health all over the world is under serious threat due to unsound management and careless dumping of hazardous and other wastes.

In particular, the exportation of toxic wastes and highly polluting activities to developing countries provoked negative reactions at a global level. That is why it became necessary to foster environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes. This principle of Environmentally Sound Management is now one of the principal foundations of global policies and international environmental laws. The Basel Convention is thus deemed an essential tool for the governance and management of hazardous and other wastes. It provides the foundation for governmental policies and an action pertaining to hazardous and other wastes management. In order to put into effect the ideals of the Basel Convention, the international community has negotiated the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation. 

Liability and compensation regime is a very well distinguished mechanism to foster compliance with a stated obligation. Even under the traditional doctrine of state responsibility, every international wrongful act of state entails responsibility. In the same vein, Principle 13 of the Rio Declaration calls on states to develop national law regarding liability and compensation for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage. It also calls on states to develop international law on liability and compensation regarding environmental damage caused to areas beyond their jurisdiction. In line with this, the international community adopted the Basel Protocol at the Fifth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, on 10 December 1999.

The Basel protocol on liability is essential in fostering the realization of one of the basic human rights, which is the right to live in a clean and healthy environment. That is why the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia acknowledges the Basel Convention, its amendments, the Basel Protocol and the various guidelines issued under it as a global, regional and national framework to build the capacity of states, in particular African countries in relation to the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes.

Dear Participants,

The adoption of an international liability regime is a first step. That regime shall be ratified and domesticated by the respective states subsequently. In this context I would say this workshop is important for it will give all of you ample opportunity to familiarize yourselves with the provisions of this relatively new international treaty. It will also help you to examine opportunities of joining the Basel Protocol and analyze the challenges that may await us all in implementing the provisions enshrined therein. It also presents to all of us with a chance to look critically into ways of reconciling our obligations emanating from the Protocol vis-à-vis our national priorities, regional as well as global commitments.

At this point in time, allow me to inform you that Ethiopia gives a special emphasis to the safety and healthy balance of the environment. The right to live in a clean and healthy environment is enshrined under the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. The Government has issued environmental policy and number of environmental laws, strategies and guidelines. Ethiopia has ratified the Basel Convention, the Ban amendment, the Basel Protocol and the Bamako Convention. Ethiopia is also well advanced in identifying the domestic implications of these international instruments and their relative advantages.

The Government of Ethiopia will be undertaking a wider survey into existing national and other relevant international regimes in order to implement and enforce the Basel Convention, the Ban amendment, the Basel Protocol as well as the Bamako Convention. Seen in a wider perspective, any survey we are going to undertake will, I believe, be beneficial to the African countries and other developing continents. We will also look into opportunities for intra regional cooperation and integration in facing and combating fairly common challenge.

Distinguished delegates,

You will have lots of issues to discuss within the coming three days. I look forward to a productive series of meetings and wish you all a very enjoyable stay. Finally, I thank you for your kind attention, and wish you every success in your deliberations. I now declare this workshop officially open.

I thank you once again.

