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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great regret that I cannot be with you today. Unfortunately, it has been necessary for me to attend a meeting in Japan at the request of the Executive Director of UNEP. I had hoped to be able to come to Addis Ababa for one day before undertaking the journey to Japan, but this has proved to be logistically impossible. I was very much looking forward to the prospect of being able to meet with you in person, and to renew old friendships. Instead, I shall now look forward to doing so in October at the Seventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

May I begin by thanking the Government of Ethiopia for hosting the Regional Workshop for English-speaking African countries on the Ratification of the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation. I also take this opportunity to thank the Government of Switzerland for its generous financial support towards this workshop; I note that the Government of Switzerland has, to date, been the only Party to the Basel Convention to respond to the call for voluntary contributions to finance this series of workshops. I would also like to recognize the valuable contribution of the Basel Convention Regional Centre for English-speaking African Countries in the preparation of this workshop.

I welcome all the distinguished delegates present, and commend your countries for the strong support that they have always given to the Basel Convention. This support is demonstrated by the fact that, of the 53 Member States of the African Union, 39 are Parties to the Basel Convention. I take this opportunity to urge those African countries that have not yet ratified the Convention to do so.  

As you may be aware, discussions for a liability and compensation mechanism for the Basel Convention began in 1993 in response to the concerns of developing countries regarding their limited financial and technical capacity to respond to and address cases of illegal dumping or accidental spills of hazardous wastes. These talks culminated in the adoption of the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation by the Fifth Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on 10 December 1999. As will be fully discussed during the course of this workshop, the objective of the Protocol is to provide for a comprehensive regime for liability, as well as adequate and prompt compensation for damage resulting from an incident during the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes.  
There are currently 13 signatories to the Protocol, and 3 countries have ratified.  To enter into force, the Protocol requires 17 more ratifications. Ethiopia was the first country to ratify the Protocol, which makes it particularly appropriate that this workshop is convened here in Addis Ababa. The other two countries that have ratified the Protocol are Botswana and Togo. Thus, all the those countries that have ratified the Protocol to date are from Africa; and I take this opportunity to congratulate the countries of Africa for leading the way in this regard. I also urge those countries that have not ratified the Protocol to do so. This workshop will provide an opportunity for those of you present to describe the difficulties that your countries face in ratifying the Protocol, with a view to finding solutions to those difficulties.

I would like to take this opportunity to mention the Basel Convention Regional Centre for English-speaking African countries. As all of you know, we are currently in the process of formalizing the status of the Regional Centre, which South Africa is generously hosting. An Agreement establishing the Africa Institute for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and Other Wastes, which will perform the functions of the Regional Centre, was signed by ten countries in March of this year. This Agreement now requires five ratifications to enter into force. I encourage countries to advance the process of ratification of the Agreement, so that the status of the Regional Centre can be formalized. 

It is worth mentioning that the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment has referred to the establishment and capacity building of the Basel Convention Regional Centres in Africa as an important activity of the Action Plan of the NEPAD. Moreover, this Regional Centre plays an important role in assisting Parties to enhance their capacity to implement the Basel Convention provisions. I am sure it will play a similar role in the context of the Liability Protocol. It is important that we maintain the momentum gained in establishing the Centre, and that we can report positively on progress to the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, which will be held in October 2004. 

In this context, I must also mention the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa. The Agreement establishing the Africa Institute provides that it is also intended to serve members in the implementation of the Bamako Convention. We look forward to the enhanced coordination of the implementation of the Basel and Bamako Conventions and welcome the future contribution of the Africa Institute in this regard.

To conclude, I strongly believe that continued collaboration between the countries participating in this Workshop, the Regional Centre and the Secretariat, will serve to promote ratification of the Liability Protocol, an instrument that will provide valuable assistance to English-speaking African countries when faced with damage resulting during transboundary movements of hazardous wastes. This workshop serves as an important step in strengthening this collaboration. Once again, I thank the Governments of Ethiopia and Switzerland for their contributions to what will surely be a successful workshop. I wish you all very fruitful discussions over the next few days.

Thank you.

