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Excellency

(Mr. Chairperson)

Distinguished delegates, gusts of the Basle Convention Secretariat 

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you on behalf of the Government of Switzerland to this Basel Convention Workshop for English-speaking African countries aimed at promoting ratification of the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation. 

Let me first express my sincere gratitude to our hosts, the Ethiopian Government, for their hospitality and support to this important regional event.  As you all might know, Ethiopia plays a key role in the ratification process of the Basel Protocol, being the first country having ratified this important international instrument to date. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Ethiopian Government on this wise and visionary decision.

Furthermore my special gratitude go on to the experts here present from the Basel Convention Secretariat located in Geneva for their excellent preparation and organization of this workshop and to our Swiss expert on the Liability Protocol, Mr Jürg Bally, the author of the manual on the Basel Liability Protocol; a crucial document to be discussed also during this seminar.

The promotion of clear liability and compensation rules as a means to implement the polluter-pays-principle is an important priority of Switzerland’s international environmental policy. My Government considers the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation as crucial step towards this goal. This is the reason why, since the very beginning of the process, Switzerland has always actively supported the establishment of the Basel Liability Protocol, and my country is proud that this instrument had been finally negotiated and concluded under the leadership of Swiss State Secretary Philippe Roch, President of the 6th Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. Therefore my Government fully supports the decision taken at the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention in December 2002 to organise regional workshops for addressing various aspects related to the ratification of or accession to the Liability Protocol. After Argentina and El Salvador, the Ethiopian workshop is the third regional event sponsored by the Swiss Government.

Ladies and gentlemen, chemicals and waste related issues have been one of the success stories since the Rio Conference in 1992. Since that date, Governments have concluded important international legal instruments and frameworks with regard to the sound management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. However, much remains to be done. There are still gaps in the international regime; the synergies, coherence and mutual supportiveness between the existing international chemicals related instruments should still be enhanced; and most importantly, many countries lack the capacity to implement effectively chemicals policies. 

As you all know, today we have mainly three Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) that are directly and substantially relevant for international chemicals and waste policy: the Rotterdam PIC-Convention, the Stockholm POPs-Convention and the Basel Convention on hazardous wastes. 

Without doubt, synergies, coherence and close cooperation between these three instruments is crucial. However, an effective promotion of close cooperation requires more than a lip service towards synergies. It will be at the centre of a very concrete decision that Governments will have to take soon at the upcoming first conference of the parties to the Rotterdam PIC Convention taking place in September 2004 in Geneva. I am referring to the decision on the location of the permanent secretariat of the Rotterdam (PIC) Convention.

As you know, Switzerland and Italy have submitted a joint offer to maintain the existing Rotterdam secretariat structure within UNEP Chemicals in Geneva and within FAO in Rome. This solution makes perfect sense, as both institutions are directly involved in the PIC-related work. And only this solution ensures synergies, coherence and the continuation of the close co-operation between all relevant international organisations working in the chemicals and waste related field. Thus, UNEP Chemicals, the Basel Convention Secretariat, the interim POPs Secretariat, the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemicals Safety (IFCS), the World Health Organization (WHO), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and UNITAR, to name just a few, are all located in international Geneva. Most countries do have permanent missions already established in Geneva and or Rome and can therefore follow closely and without any additional costs the work of these important Multilateral Environmental Agreements and institution. Switzerland is therefore hoping that the Governments that are represented here will support the joint Swiss-Italian offer.

But let me come back to this Basel Protocol workshop. Switzerland believes that Africa has a crucial role to play in the ratification process of the Liability Protocol.  This is the reason why Switzerland is so proud to sponsor this meeting here in Addis Ababa for English speaking African countries. 

In view of out responsibility towards future generations, Switzerland is happy to share its knowledge with all of you for the sake of a safer and cleaner world. In this sprite I wish you very success in your important work. 

I thank you for your attention 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

