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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	13.12.1991

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	-

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	Ministerio de Medio Ambiente Y Recursos Naturales

Km. 5.5 Carretera a Santa Tecla, Calle y Colonia Las Mercedes, Edificio MARN (Instalaciones ISTA), San Salvador
Tel.: (503) 224-6468

Fax: (503) 224-6468

E-mail: convenios@marn.gob.sv

Website: www.marn.gob.sv
	Mision Permanente de El Salvador en Ginebra

65, Rue de Lausanne, 1202 Geneva

Tel.: (41-22) 732-7036

Fax: (41-22) 738-4744




	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in El Salvador. 

Under the Environment Act, waste as well as hazardous waste are defined as "any material which is of no direct use or is permanently discarded and which, because of its chemical activity or its corrosive, reactive, inflammable, toxic, explosive, spontaneous combustion, oxidizing, infectious, bioaccumulative, ecotoxic or radioactive or other characteristics, cause danger or jeopardize human health or the environment, either per se or in contact with another waste material".

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in El Salvador. 

Under the Environment Act, waste as well as hazardous waste are defined as "any material which is of no direct use or is permanently discarded and which, because of its chemical activity or its corrosive, reactive, inflammable, toxic, explosive, spontaneous combustion, oxidizing, infectious, bioaccumulative, ecotoxic or radioactive or other characteristics, cause danger or jeopardize human health or the environment, either per se or in contact with another waste material".

El Salvador regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

The national definition of hazardous wastes covers wastes other than those listed in Annexes I, II and VIII of the Basel Convention. The Secretariat of the Basel Convention has made the information transmitted to it, pursuant to article 3 of the Basel Convention, available on the website of the Basel Convention (http://www.basel.int/natdef/frsetmain.php).

Radioactive Waste (category Y0) is regulated/controlled by the Regional Agreement on the Transboundry Movement of Hazardous Waste (December 1992).

In El Salvador there are no wastes other than those pursuant to Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1 (1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in El Salvador. 

Article 59 of the Environment Act prohibits the introduction of hazardous wastes into the national territory, as well as their transit, release or storage.


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

El Salvador has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

The exportation of hazardous waste is permitted, however all transboundry movements must comply with the Basel Convention.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

El Salvador restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

The Environment Act (13 May 1998) and the Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes (9 June 2000).

Requirement for an Environmental Permit and notifications to the importing and transit country, in accordance with the Basel Convention.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

El Salvador restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. The Environment Act, article 59, 13 May 1998; the Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes, 9 June 2000; the Special Regulation Relating to Integrated Management of Solid Wastes, 9 June 2000; the Special Regulation Relating to Waste Water, 9 June 2000; and the Central American Regional Agreement on Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes, December 1992.

The Agreement lays down a ban on imports of any type of hazardous wastes from outside the Central American region. Within the country, the Environment Act bans the introduction of hazardous wastes, including transit, release and storage in its territory.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

El Salvador restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

The Environment Law, article 59, 13 May 1998; the Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes, 9 June 2000; the Special Regulation Relating to Integrated Management of Solid Wastes, and the Central American Regional Agreement on Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes, December 1992.

The Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes (June 2000) allows for waste for recovery to enter the country but it must request an Environmental Permit whereby final disposition is assured.

The Environment Law prohibits the introduction, transit, release and storage of hazardous wastes that cannot be recovered.


	
	Restrictions on transit
El Salvador restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

The Environment Act, article 59, 13 May 1998; the Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes, 9 June 2000; the Special Regulation Relating to Integrated Management of Solid Wastes, 9 June 2000; and the Special Regulation Relating to Waste Water, 9 June 2000.

Article 59 of the Environment Act lays down a ban on the transit of hazardous wastes through the national territory.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Encouragement of cleaner production by means of workshops, seminars, campaigns organized by the National Cleaner Production Centre in Coordination with the Subregional Centre for Central America and Mexico (Basel Convention)

Application of the Environmental Assessment System to new and ongoing activities related to the use, generation, collection, storage, reuse, recycling, marketing, transport, processing or final elimination of hazardous wastes, must obtain an Environmental Permit.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

- Environment Act, article 59, 13 May 1998;

- Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes, 9 June 2000;

- Special Regulation Relating to Integrated Management of Solid Wastes, 9 June 2000; and

- Special Regulation Relating to Waste Water, 9 June 2000.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Programme of economic and environmental incentives and disincentives being prepared.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Preparation of environmental diagnoses in order to obtain the environmental permit, search for advisory services through the Subregional Centre for Central America and Mexico (Basel Convention) and the National Cleaner Production Centre.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
Establishment of a system for tracking hazardous substances throughout their life cycle, using a mechanized system for the management of hazardous substances, residues and wastes. Preparation of a pre-inventory of hazardous wastes.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
- Environment Act, article 59, 13 May 1998;

- Special Regulation Relating to Hazardous Substances, Residues and Wastes, 9 June 2000;

- Special Regulation Relating to Integrated Management of Solid Wastes, 9 June 2000; and

- Special Regulation Relating to Waste Water, 9 June 2000.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Programme of economic and environmental incentives and disincentives is being prepared.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Preparation of environmental diagnoses in order to obtain the environmental permit, search for advisory services through the Subregional Centre for Central America and Mexico (Basel Convention) and the National Cleaner Production Centre.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

· San Salvador Metropolitan Area Landfill, in the “municipio” of Nejapa; Compartments for the disposal of domestic solid waste, pre-treatment autoclave for infectious biological wastes; D5
These statistics were obtained from records and data of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of El Salvador.

	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

· Baterías de El Salvador (lead acid battery manufacturer); Recycling of lead acid batteries; R4

· Baterías de El Salvador (lead acid battery manufacturer); Use of used oil as fuel; R1

· Cemento Cessa (Cement industry).; Use of used oil as fuel; R1

· IMACASA (Hardware industry); Use of used oil as fuel; R1

· Cemento Cessa (Cement industry). Co-Processing of waste and residues from BODESA (a storage of chemicals substances and other materials) in cement Kilns in the city of Metapán ; *; R1
* During one week, CESSA (Cement Industry) incinerated in its cement kilns many kinds of wastes or out-of-date substances (at a rate of 50 tons per day). These are the following wastes: 

Out-of-date pesticides, empty plastic barrels with traces remaining of pesticides, chemical reactives, assorted out-of-date chemicals, out-of-date inorganic salts, petroleum distillates,  soils contaminated with pesticides.
The wastes were utilized as fuel and additives for the cement.

These statistics were obtained from records and data of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of El Salvador.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Regional; Central American countries; 12.1992 -; Regional Agreement on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes




	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Kilómetro 5.5 Carretera a Nueva San Salvador, Calle y Colonia Las Mercedes Edificio MARN (Instalaciones ISTA), San Salvador

· Centro Subregional para Centro America y Mexico (Convenio de Basilea), Kilómetro 5.5 Carretera a Nueva San Salvador, Calle y Colonia Las Mercedes Edificio MARN (Instalaciones ISTA), San Salvador
· Centro Nacional de Producción Más Limpia, Asociación Salvadorena de Industriales, Col. Roma, San Salvador
· Comité de Emergencia Nacional
· Ministerio de Salud Pública y Asistencia Social


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	Not reported

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	Not reported

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


