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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	19.11.1991 (A)

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	05.09.1996 (A)

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	The Finnish Environment Institute

P.O. Box 140

FIN-00251 Helsinki

Finland

Telephone:
(358 20) 49 01 23

Telefax:
(358 20) 490 24 91

E-Mail:
tfs@ymparisto.fi


	Ministry of the Environment

P.O. Box 35

FIN-00023 Government

Finland

Telephone:
(358 9) 16 007

Telefax:
(358 9) 16 039 716

E-Mail:
kirjaamo.ym@ymparisto.fi or 
                  tuomas.aarnio@ymparisto.fi


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Finland. 

According to Section 3 of the Finnish Waste Act (1072/1993) “Waste shall mean any substance or object which the holder discards, intends, or is required, to discard.” This definition is identical to the definition of waste in the Council Directive of the European Communities on waste (2006/12/EC).

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Finland. 

According to the Waste Act (1072/1993) hazardous waste shall mean any waste which may cause particular harm to health or the environment because of its chemical or some other property. The waste definition is further defined in the Waste Decree (1390/1993). According to it, hazardous waste shall mean any waste listed in Annexes 2 (classes of hazardous wastes, 40 items) and 3 (substances according to which wastes are classified hazardous, C-list, 51 items) of the Decree if they are referred to as hazardous waste in the list of the most common waste and hazardous wastes (Ministry of the Environment Decree 1129/2001). The Annexes 2-4 of the Waste Decree are in accordance with the Annexes I, II and III of the Council Directive of the European Communities on hazardous waste (91/689/EEC), respectively, and the above-mentioned list of wastes and hazardous wastes is based on the respective EC legislation.

Finland regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

Additional wastes may contain, for example, the following constituents, which potentially render wastes hazardous: certain metal compounds (like cobalt, nickel, silver, vanadium, tin), certain alkaline or alkaline earth metals (lithium, potassium, calcium, magnesium in uncombined form), aromatic compounds, polycyclic and heterocyclic organic compounds, inorganic sulphides, peroxides, chlorates, perchlorate, creosotes, isocyanates or thiocyanates.

Due to some structural differences between the hazardous waste list and the Basel Convention Annexes it is not always possible to specify in full detail which of these wastes are additional to the Annexes.

The national definition of hazardous wastes covers wastes other than those listed in Annexes I, II and VIII of the Basel Convention. The Secretariat of the Basel Convention has made the information transmitted to it, pursuant to article 3 of the Basel Convention, available on the website of the Basel Convention (http://www.basel.int/natdef/frsetmain.php).

Finland requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

The wastes subject to control procedures when moved transboundary are defined by the Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste, and the regulations issued on the basis of the said regulation. 

According to the said Regulation, all shipments of waste intended for final disposal (D-operations) are subject to control procedures. For wastes that are intended for recycling or recovery (R-operations) within the OECD area all other wastes except those listed in Annex III of Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 are subject to control when moved transboundary. Annex III of Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 is almost identical to the Basel Convention Annex IX with only a few modifications. It also includes OECD Green list of wastes, which consists of wastes either different or missing from the Basel Convention Annex IX.

Annexes IIIA and IIIB will be defining further exceptions to control procedures. Annex IIIA specifies the mixtures of two or more wastes listed in Annex III and not classified under one single entry. Annex IIIB determines additional green listed waste awaiting inclusion in the relevant annexes to the Basel Convention or the OECD Decision.

Annex IVA will specify wastes listed in annex III, but still subject to the procedure of prior written notification and consent.

These annexes are currently under preparation in the European Community and still to be approved officially.

When waste is shipped to non-OECD countries (i.e. countries to which the OECD Decision C(2001)107 does not apply) there are also some additional control procedures for non-hazardous, Green listed wastes. These control procedures vary depending on the request by the importing country concerned.  This procedure is further defined in the Commission Regulation (EC) No 1418/2007 and will be regularly updated by the Commission.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Finland. 

The Decision has been in force since 1 October 1995.


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Finland restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council on shipments of waste. The regulation came into force in Finland on 12 July 2007.

According to the Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, all exports of waste for final disposal outside the European Community are prohibited except to those EFTA countries that are also parties to the Basel Convention. The export ban for final disposal covers both hazardous and non-hazardous wastes.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Finland restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Wastes covered by the export ban are listed in Annex V of the Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006.

The legislation prohibits all exports of waste listed in Annex V from Finland for recovery to “non-OECD countries” (i.e. countries to which the OECD Decision C(2001)107 does not apply). Annex V contains wastes listed in Annex VIII of the Basel Convention, wastes included in the OECD Amber list of waste (excluding certain non-hazardous wastes) as well as wastes defined as hazardous in the European Community legislation.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Finland restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. The amendment 747/2007 to the Waste Act (1072/1993) came into force on 12 July 2007.

According to Section 47 of the amendment 747/2007, imports of all wastes to disposal operations D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7, D11 and D12 are totally prohibited. Imports of all wastes to disposal operations D8, D9 and D10 are prohibited with certain exceptions. These restrictions concern both hazardous and non-hazardous wastes. 

According to the Article 30 of the Regulation (EC) 1013/2006, Member States may conclude bilateral agreements making the notification procedure for shipments of specific flows of waste less stringent in respect of cross-border shipments to the nearest suitable facility located in the border area between the two Member States concerned. 

Such border-area agreements are currently being drafted with both Sweden and Norway and will be formally approved in the near future. There will be some further exceptions defined in disposal of certain waste streams in respect of the communal cooperation in the border areas.


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Finland has no restrictions on the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 


	
	Restrictions on transit
Finland has no restrictions on the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
The National Waste Plan Until 2005, which came into force on 1 August 1998, sets targets, among other things, for the reduction of the amounts and harmful properties of waste. The Plan presents the administrative and legal, economic and informative instruments to be used in implementation. The targets are set for and the measures geared to the years 2000 and 2005. The plan has been updated in 2002.

Regional waste management plans have been drawn out for 13 regions. The plans specify measures to be taken in the regions in order to carry out and develop the tasks provided for or regulated in or under the Waste Act. They present data on wastes and the current state of waste management, the developing targets set and measures necessary to achieve them. One of the developing targets dealt with in the plans is the minimization of generation of wastes.

A proposal for the new National Waste Plan was drafted during the year 2006 and is due to be accepted by the Finnish Government in 2008.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

The Waste Act (1072/1993), which entered into force on 1 January 1994, introduces the general obligation to prevent waste generation and to reduce its quantity and harmfulness. In order to implement the general obligation, the Government may issue general regulations concerning the production and marketing of products. Such regulations have so far been issued for example on batteries and accumulators, ozone depleting substances, asbestos and impregnated wood. 

The Environment Protection Act (86/2000) sets general regulations on the licensing of industrial facilities including waste disposal and recovery plants and major waste-generating industries. The Act aims at the reduction of the burden to the environment caused by various industrial operations as well as at the prevention of waste generation and reduction of their harmful effects. The Act replaced several previous regulations on facility licensing. According to the Act, the environment permit shall contain necessary regulations, among other things, in order to minimize the waste generated and diminish the harmful properties of wastes. The Act came into force on 1 March 2000.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
The Waste Tax Act (495/1996) came into force on September 1, 1996. The Act was amended in December 2002. According to the Act, from 1 January 2003 a State tax of 23 euros per tonne shall be paid on waste deposited at landfills operated by municipality or a body appointed by the municipality or a landfill which is operated primarily for the purpose of receiving waste by another party. The tax was raised to 30 euros per tonne on 1 January 2005. Some waste types are exempt from waste tax. 

Some subsidies are awarded by the government to projects aiming at environmental protection. Among waste management projects, in general, the priority is given to those projects which aim at the prevention of waste generation and the reduction of hazardousness of wastes.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Various industrial establishments and waste generators continuously develop their process technologies e.g. in order to eliminate generation of hazardous and other wastes. In recent years a number of industrial establishments have also created their own environmental management systems on voluntary basis, for example, in accordance with the European Community Eco-management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), ISO 14001 or branch-specific programmes such as ”Responsible Care” by the chemical industry. In December 2007, there were 48 EMAS-registered sites in Finland.


	
	Others

Waste and hazardous waste minimisation are also promoted by:

education and advisory services: it is a legal obligation for the Finnish Environmental administration (especially the Finnish Environment Institute and regional environment centres) and local authorities to provide advisory services on wastes to all interested parties (industry, commerce, households etc.). Advisory services include preparation and dissemination of information material (brochures, guidebooks, websites etc.), information campaigns, on-line advise, and training courses. Advise is given on all necessary issues related to wastes and their management but the main focus nowadays is on preventive measures. Advisory services are also provided by regional waste management organisations, private companies, producer corporations and environmental NGOs; and

ecolabelling, such as Nordic Swan Label and European Union Ecolabel, research programmes and R & D projects, such as the Environmental Cluster Research Programme co-financed by several ministries and academies which aim at seeking new ways of saving the environment and natural resources and at developing them into environmentally friendly products, production technologies and infrastructure, and various R & D projects financed by the National Technology Agency TEKES (www.tekes.fi/eng/).


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Amendment 747/2007 to the Waste Act (1072/1993) sets out the restrictions for certain transboundary movements of waste to and from Finland. One of the aims of the amendment is to reduce the amount of transboundary movements of wastes. To achieve this goal, it sets regulations on how the principles of self-sufficiency and proximity are implemented in waste management.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities
There are several facilities licensed to operate on hazardous waste disposal. A detailed list of these facilities can be obtained from: Ministry of the Environment, P.O. Box 35, FIN- 00023 Government (the Focal point of the Basel Convention).


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities
There are several facilities licensed to operate on hazardous waste recovery and recycling. A detailed list of these facilities can be obtained from: Ministry of the Environment, P.O. Box 35, FIN- 00023 Government (the Focal point of the Basel Convention).


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Multilateral; OECD Member Countries; OECD Decision C(92)39/FINAL on the Control of Transfrontier Movements of Wastes Destined for Recovery Operations (30 March 1992 - ). Concerns shipments of wastes for recovery between OECD Member Countries.


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	Several universities, research institutes and private companies. It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of them. In the following list there are governmental organizations and companies partly owned by the government, as an example of the assistance available:

- Ministry of the Environment (focal point of the Basel Convention), Contact information: P.O. Box 35, FIN-00023 Government, tel. (358-20) 490 100, fax (358 9) 1603 9716, website www.ymparisto.fi;

- Finnish Environment Institute: environmental research and development organization dealing, among other things, with various matters connected with wastes and their management. The Finnish Environment Institute is also the competent authority responsible for the control of transboundary movements of wastes. Contact information: Finnish Environment Institute, P.O. Box 140, FIN-00251 Helsinki, tel. (358 20) 490 123, www.ymparisto.fi;

- Ekokem Ltd: the major hazardous waste disposal facility in Finland comprising e.g. two high-temperature incineration plants, a physical-chemical plant and a special landfill. Ekokem Ltd possesses a lot of expertise and know-how on hazardous waste management and environmentally sound technologies. Contact information: Ekokem Ltd, P.O.Box 181, FIN-11101 Riihimäki, tel (358 10) 7551 000, fax (358 10) 7551 300), web-site www.ekokem.fi; and

- VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland: Research institute having expertise on various sectors including environmental protection, waste management and non-waste technology. Contact information: VTT, P.O. Box 1000, FIN-02044 VTT, tel. (358 20) 722 111, fax (358 20) 722 7001, web-site www.vtt.fi.


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	No data

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	No data

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	No data

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	No data

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	82,717

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	3,846

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	11,785

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	4,452


