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	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Ireland. 

Section 4(1)(a) of the Waste Management Act, 1996, as amended defines waste to mean any substance or object belonging to a category of waste specified in the First Schedule (of the Act), or for the time being included in the European Waste Catalogue which the holder discards or intends to or is required to discard, and anything which is discarded or otherwise dealt with as if were waste shall be presumed to be waste until the contrary is proved.

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Ireland. 

Section 4(2)(a) of the Waste Management Act, 1996, as amended defines hazardous waste to mean a waste specified in the European Waste Catalogue/ Hazardous Waste List (EWC/HWL), which has one or more hazardous properties specified in the Second Schedule of the Act.

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government may prescribe a waste which is not specified in the HWL if it has one or more hazardous properties specified in the Second Schedule of the Act.

Ireland regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

All shipments of waste are controlled in accordance with Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste. 

In Ireland there are no wastes other than those pursuant to Art. 1 (1)a and/or Art. 1(1)b of the Basel Convention that require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement. 

However, all shipments of waste are controlled in accordance with Regulation (EC)  No. 1013/2006 of the European  Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste. 




	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Ireland. 

Ireland has yet to formally ratify the Amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1). However, as a member of the European Community (EC) Ireland is bound by Article 36  of  Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste, which implements the ban.



	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Ireland restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

As a member of the European Community (EC) Ireland is bound by Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste. Article 34  prohibits the export of waste for disposal outside the EU except to EFTA (European Free Trade Agreement) States, which are Parties to the Basel Convention.



	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Ireland restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

As a member of the European Community (EC) Ireland is bound by Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste.  Article 36  prohibits all exports for recovery  of waste as listed, to countries to which the OECD Decision does not apply. Exports of  green listed waste are subject to the agreement of the Non-OECD decision countries.



	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Ireland restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. In accordance with Article 41 of Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of  the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste. the importation of wastes for final disposal is only permitted from countries Party to the Basel Convention  and countries with which bilateral agreements exist.



	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Ireland restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

In accordance with Article 43  of Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste   the importation of waste for recovery may only be permitted from countries to which OECD Decision  applies, other countries which are parties to the Basel Convention or which have concluded bilateral agreements with the EC or the individual Member State Or from other areas during situations of crisis or war.



	
	Restrictions on transit
Ireland restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

Articles 31, 32, 47 and 48  of Regulation (EC) No. 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste  regulates  the shipment of waste within the Community for disposal and recovery with transit via third countries and transit of waste for disposal and recovery through the Community from and to third countries. 


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
Local Authority Waste Management Plans (since 1998)

Responsible: Local authorities

Under the Waste Management Act, 1996 (as amended), all local authorities are required to prepare and implement a Waste Management Plan. These plans include objectives in relation to prevention and minimization of wastes. They also include objectives in relation to the recovery of waste.

National Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Under the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, the EPA is required to prepare a Hazardous Waste Management Plan for the country. The current plan , which was published on 5 July 2001, has regard to the prevention and minimization of hazardous waste and sets objectives and, where appropriate, targets in relation to the prevention and the minimization of hazardous waste, the minimization of the harmful nature of such waste and the recovery of hazardous waste.

The 2001 National Hazardous Waste Management Plan is currently under review and a proposed plan was published by the EPA on 7 November 2007.

National Waste Prevention Programme

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency

The National Waste Prevention Programme aims to deliver substantive results on waste prevention and minimisation and will integrate a range of initiatives addressing awareness-raising, technical and financial assistance, training and incentive mechanisms. An Outline Work Plan 2004-2008 has been prepared.  The programme will build on initiatives such as Cleaner Greener Production Programme. A certified training programme in Waste Prevention and Minimisation has been developed in consultation with IBEC and the Clean Technology Centre. 

“Preventing and Recycling Waste:  Delivering Change”

The policy statement on the prevention and recycling of waste, Preventing and Recycling Waste: Delivering Change, published in March 2002, addresses in detail the factors and practical considerations that are relevant to the achievement of Government  policy objectives for the prevention of waste and for the re-use and recycling of the waste that is produced.  The policy statement specifically 

- highlights the necessary disciplines that must be imposed within waste management systems to secure real progress on waste prevention, re-use and recovery;

- outlines a range of measures that will be undertaken in the interests of minimising waste generation and ensuring a sustained expansion in re-use and recycling performance;

-
identifies issues and possible actions which require further systematic consideration.

“National Strategy on Biodegradable Waste”

The National Strategy on Biodegradable Waste was published in April 2006 and provides the blueprint to achieve Ireland’s targets for the diversion of biodegradable municipal waste from landfill in accordance with the requirements of Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste.  The Strategy sets out a wide range of integrated measures designed in accordance with the waste hierarchy to support biodegradable waste minimisation and diversion from landfill.  Prevention targets have been established to reduce arisings of biodegradable municipal waste that will require subsequent treatment and recovery while ambitious targets for the recycling of waste paper/cardboard and the biological treatment of food and garden wastes have been put in place for both the domestic and commercial sectors over the timeframe of the Strategy.  A range of treatment technologies are also proposed to facilitate the diversion of the organic fraction of residual waste from landfill.



	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

Waste Management Act 1996, as amended

Responsible: Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government 

Part III of the Waste Management Act 1996 provides for wide-ranging regulatory measure to promote waste prevention and recovery which may involve obligations upon producers, distributors, retailers and consumers.  There is a basic obligation on persons involved in industrial, commercial and agricultural activities to have due regard to the need to prevent or minimize the production of waste from that activity and to take reasonable steps for that purpose, including steps relating to product design.

Integrated Pollution Control Licensing (since 1994)

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Under the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992, the EPA is responsible for Integrated Pollution Control licensing of scheduled activities. These include all major manufacturing activities in the country. Each license contains a specific condition relating to the establishment of an Environmental Management System (EMS). Through the EMS the license must assess all operations and review all practicable options for the use of cleaner technology, cleaner production and the reduction and minimization of the waste at the facility.

Waste Licensing (since 1997)

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Under the Waste Management Act, 1996 (as amended), the EPA is responsible for licensing scheduled waste recovery and disposal activities. Each license requires that the licensee establish an Environmental Management System (EMS). The EMS provides a mechanism for ongoing improvement in environmental performance by the licensee. For instance, transfer stations are required to introduce or extend recycling of wastes handled by the facility. Landfill site operators are required to provide for recycling of wastes such as construction and demolition waste, to assess and introduce, if possible, the utilization of landfill gas, and to introduce methods for the recovery of sewage sludge.

Packaging Regulations (Since 1997)

Responsible: Local authorities & the Environmental Protection Agency

The Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007 consolidate previous regulations made in 2003, 2004 and 2006 (which replaced the original regulations of 1997 and 1998 respectively) and impose a wide range of obligations on all producers placing packaging on the Irish market (i.e. importers, manufacturers, packer/fillers, distributors and retailers).  The regulations are intended to facilitate, inter alia, the achievement by Ireland of the end 2011 recovery and recycling targets for packaging waste as set out in Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste as amended by Directive 2004/12/EC.  These Regulations provide the necessary legal framework to facilitate the recovery and recycling of packaging waste in Ireland.

Article 28 of the regulations provides that packaging placed on the market in Ireland must comply with the essential requirements of packaging set out in accordance with Annex II of Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste while article 29 prescribes restrictions on the aggregate concentration levels of lead, cadmium, mercury and hexavalent chromium in packaging materials and packaging imported or manufactured in Ireland.

End-of-Life Vehicle Regulations (Since 2006)

Responsible: Local authorities

The Waste Management (End-of-Life Vehicles) Regulations 2006 are designed to implement the provisions of Directive 2000/53/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on end-of-life vehicles.  In particular, they are intended to facilitate the achievement of specified targets for the reuse/recovery and the reuse/recycling of end-of-life vehicles at authorised treatment facilities which operate to the minimum technical requirements set out in Annex I of Directive 2000/53/EC on end-of-life vehicles.

Part IV of the regulations imposes a range of obligations on vehicle producers to ensure that the materials and components of specified vehicles placed on the market in Ireland do not contain lead, mercury, cadmium or hexavalent chromium other than in cases specifically exempted in accordance with the provisions of Annex II (as amended) of Directive 2000/53/EC on end-of-life vehicles and that technical documentation must be made available on request by producers to verify compliance with these requirements.

Plastic Bag Regulations (Since 2001)

Responsible: Local authorities

The Waste Management (Environmental Levy) (Plastic Bag) Regulations,2001 to 2007 provide for the imposition of an environmental Levy of 22 cent on plastic bags..  The purpose of the levy is to reduce consumption of plastic shopping bags dispensed at retail outlets.  Revenues raised from the plastic shopping bag is assigned to the Environment Fund – which also receives funding from the landfill levy. This fund is used for supporting appropriate waste management, litter and other environmental initiatives.

Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects

Responsible: Local authorities

The purpose of the Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects is to promote an integrated approach to construction and demolition waste management practice throughout the duration of a project.  They are designed to promote sustainable development, environmental protection and the optimum use of resources.  The Guidelines introduce the concept of on-site waste management planning for projects above certain thresholds and provide a blueprint for designers, developers, practitioners and competent authorities, for the proper management of construction and demolition wastes.

Detailed guidance is provided on the essential components of a construction and demolition waste management plan including material on tracking, through internal auditing and the submission of summary reports to local authorities.  Ultimately, this will assist in improving information on waste flows in the construction industry sector.  Under the Development Management Guidelines for Local Authorities (June 2007), planning authorities should have regard to the Best Practice Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects when considering applications for development works above the specified thresholds in order to facilitate the proper management of construction and demolition wastes.



	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Cleaner Production Pilot Demonstration Programme (June 1997)

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

This programme, administered on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government by the EPA, was established to promote a more environmentally friendly approach to production in the manufacturing and services industries in Ireland.

Cleaner Greener Production Programme (2000-2006)

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

The Environmental Protection Agency implemented the Clearer Greener Production Programme (CGPP) in 2001 under the ERDTI programme which is funded by the National Development Plan (2000-2006).  This programme focuses on the prevention and reduction of environmental impact arising from industrial activities.  Further details are available on www.clearnerproduction.ie. 

Demonstration Scheme for the Development of Environmentally Superior Products (1999)

Responsible: Enterprise Ireland

A grant-assisted pilot demonstration scheme which was operated by Enterprise Ireland and directed towards indigenous small to medium sized enterprises engaged in manufacturing.

Environmentally Superior Products Initiative (1999 – To date)

Responsible: Enterprise Ireland

Continuing on from the Demonstration scheme for the development of Environmentally Superior Products (ESP), this initiative is aimed at improving the environmental and hence business performance of Irish SME manufacturing industry. It also aims to improve the strategic capability of SME's through the exploitation of the market for ESP's.

European Union Eco-Labelling Scheme

Responsibility: National Standards Authority of Ireland

The objectives of the scheme are to promote the design, production, marketing and use of products which have a reduced environmental impact during their life-cycle; and to provide consumers with better information on the environmental impact of products and to encourage preferential consideration of eco-labelled products in purchasing decisions.

Environmental Management System Grant Scheme (1998 – to date)

Responsible: Enterprise Ireland

This grant scheme provides financial assistance to small and medium sized indigenous Irish manufacturing industries to enable them to engage independent consultants to support and train the company’s management in the installation and running of an Environmental Management System to either EMAS or ISO 14001.  The aim of the scheme is to improve the environmental performance of Irish industry while at the same time maintaining business competitiveness.

ISO 14001 Environmental Management Standards

Responsible: National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI)

Third party registration of environmental management systems (EMS) provides confidence that environmental issues are being managed in accordance with internationally recognized standards and procedures. ISO 14001 requires organisations to define their environmental policy and review their activities, products, processes and services, in order to identify the environmental issues and associated impacts, which can be controlled.  NASI is accredited to assess and certify organizations to ISO 14001.  NSAI offers training workshops that outline the requirement sof the standard, the interpretation of those requirements and their application in an EMS.

Enterprise Ireland-NSAI EMS Initative

NSAI conducts technical environmental assessments, in line with Enterprise Ireland scheme requirements for SME’s engaging in environmental performance improvement. 

Environmental Research, Technological Development and Innovation Programme (2000-2006)

Responsible: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

The Environmental Research Technological Development and Innovation Programme was allocated €32 million by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006.  The funding is being invested in the following research areas:

- Environmentally Sustainable Resource Management

- Sustainable Development

- Cleaner Production

- National Environmental Research Centre



	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Individual measures taken by industries and waste generators in accordance with Environmental Management Systems established under IPC and waste licenses issued by the EPA.



	
	Others

Environmental Awareness Programme

Responsible: Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The Race Against Waste Campaign (RAW), which was the most extensive waste information campaign ever run in Ireland, took place over the period 2003 – 2007. The campaign, which was launched in October 2003, combined a multi-media national awareness campaign and a supporting communications strategy and aimed to get people acting to reduce, reuse and recycle waste. The campaign directly engaged specific audiences who are creating waste – communities, businesses, large organisations and homes – with the objective of improving environmental behaviour. It provided advice and information directly to the public through a lo-call telephone line and e-mail; ran a programme of action for businesses, including nationwide seminars; and informed the public through on-going public relations and advertising campaigns. The main RAW campaign concluded in October 2006, while some elements will continue in 2007 such as the RAW web site, waste audit tool and distribution of RAW waste information materials.

Information, Advice, Awareness Raising, Guidance & Tools

Responsible: Enterprise Ireland (EI)

EI provides a range of environmental supports designed to improve the environmental performance of indigenous Irish industry, with a particular focus on SMEs, such as: 

Information and advice on industry environmental issues including waste provide via phone, email or site visits and site environmental audits and eco-efficiency assessments on waste and other environmental issues.

Online waste information and tools are available on www.envirocentre.ie.

Environmental training and awareness on waste prevention/minimization and management through events and Regional Environmental Industrial Fora.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
The National Hazardous Waste Management Plan recommends that Ireland strive for self-sufficiency in the recovery and disposal of hazardous waste. As infrastructure for the disposal (in particular) of hazardous waste is developed, the quantity of hazardous waste being exported is expected to decrease.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

· Returnbatt Ltd, Old Mill Industrial Estate, Kill, Co. Kildare*; Storage of batteries prior to export; D15

·  Enva Ireland Ltd trading as Enva (W0041-01); Storage and processing of industrial and commercial chemical and other waste; D8, D9, D13, D14, D15

· Sterile Technologies Ireland Ltd (W0055-02), 430 Beech Road, Western Industrial Estate, Dublin 12; Disposal of healthcare risk waste; D9, D14, D15

· EcoSafe Systems Ltd (W0054-02), Unit 1 Allied Industrial Estate, Kylemore Road, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10; Disposal of healthcare risk waste; D9

· Sorundon (Irish Environmental Services) (W0040-01), 520 Beech Road, Western Industrial Estate, Dublin 12; Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station; D9, D15

· Indaver Ireland, Tolka Quay Road, Dublin 1 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Safety Kleen Ireland, Unit 5, Airton Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· AVR – Safeway, Corrin, Fermoy, Co. Cork – Storage and  processing of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Cara Waste Management Cedar Resource Management Ltd – Storage and processing of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Rilta Liminted t/a Sita Environmental Limited, Block 402, Greenogue Business Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin – a drum recovery centre, hydrocarbon waste treatment centre and a hazardous waste transfer station, oil refining or other reuses of oil. 

Waste Licences issued by the Environmental Protection Agency are available on www.epa.ie

* Waste permits issued by Kildare County Council.



	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

· Atlas Oil Laboratories Ltd (W0184-01), Clonminam Industrial Estate, Portlaoise, Co. Laois; Use of heat for the manufacture of fuel from waste; R9

· Irish Lamp Recycling, Athy, Co. Kildare*; Separation of components of fluorescent lamps; R4, R5

· Returnbatt Ltd, Old Mill Industrial Estate, Kill, Co. Kildare*; Storage of batteries prior to export; R4, R5

· Enva Ireland Ltd trading as Enva (W0041-01); Storage and processing of industrial and commercial chemical and other waste; R3, R4, R5, R9, R13

· Soltec Ireland Ltd (W0115-01), Mullingar Industrial Estate, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath; Distillation of solvents; R2, R13

· Sorundon (Irish Environmental Services), 520 Beech Road, Western Industrial Estate, Dublin 12 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· KMK Metals Recycling, Cappincur Industrial Estate, Daingean Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly – Storage and processing of waste and hazardous waste

· Indaver, Tolka Quay Road, Dublin 1 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Safety Kleen Ireland, Unit 5, Airton Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· AVR-Safeway Ltd., Corrin, fermoy, Co. Cork – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Silver Lining Industries Ireland Ltd., Unit 61, Cookstown Industrial Estate, Belgard Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 – Storage of hazardous waste/transfer station

· Rilta Limited t/a Sita Environmental Limited, Block 402, Greenogue Business  Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin - a drum recovery centre, hydrocarbon waste treatment centre and a hazardous waste transfer station, oil refining or other reuses of oil. 

Waste Licences issued by the Environmental Protection Agency are available on www.epa.ie

* Waste permits issued by Kildare County Council.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· No agreements


	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· Environmental Protection Agency, PO Box 3000, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford

· Local Authorities

· Department of the Environment and Local Government

· Enterprise Ireland, Glasnevin

· Health and Safety Authority


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	720,976

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	720,976

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	1,773,242

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	Pending clarification

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	2,045

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	Pending clarification

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Pending clarification


