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	Status of Ratifications:
	

	Party to the Basel Convention:
	28.08.1992 (a)

	Amendment to the Basel Convention:
	29.01.1999

	Basel protocol on Liability and Compensation:
	-


(Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Approval (AA); Formal confirmation (c); Ratification; Succession (d))

	Competent Authority


	Focal Point



	Chairman

Central Environmental authority

No: 104, Parisara Piyasa

Robert Gunawardhana Mawatha

Battaramulla

Sri Lanka

Tel.: (94-1) 287-2415

Fax: (94-1) 287-2605

E-mail.: chaircea@cea.lk
Website: www.cea.lk
	Secretary

Ministry of Environment
No: 82  Sampathpaya

Rajamalwatta Road

Battaramulla

Sri Lanka

Tel.: (94-1) 287-7290/288-7453

Fax: (94-1) 287-7292

E-mail.: Secoffice@menr.lk
              pops@sltnet.lk
Website: www.pops.lk and www.ment.lk


	National Definition
	National definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Sri Lanka. 

Waste includes any matter prescribed to be waste and any matter, whether liquid, solid, gaseous or radioactive which is discharged, emitted, or deposited in the environment in such volume, constituency or manner as to cause alternation of the environment.

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Sri Lanka. 

All wastes defined in the Annex I of the Basel Convention and radioactive waste are considered as hazardous waste. Annex VIII and IX will be used for controlling purposes, and if the waste does not appear on either of these lists, Annex I and III will be used for decision making.

Sri Lanka regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

Radioactive wastes are controlled as hazardous.

Sri Lanka requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

A policy decision has been taken by the Ministry of Environment to considerAnnex IX (List B) wastes on a case by case basis and  not to allow importation of plastic waste.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Sri Lanka. 

Sri Lanka ratified the amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1). A Cabinet decision was obtained to prohibit import of Annex VIII List A hazardous waste from all countries (not restricting to Annex VII countries); and to keep the list B as the controlled list, to take decisions on case by case basis. Regulations are being prepared.


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Sri Lanka has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

However, export of hazardous waste will be carried out under the provisions provided under the Basel Convention.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Sri Lanka has no restrictions on the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

However, export of hazardous waste will be carried out under the provisions provided under the Basel Convention.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Sri Lanka restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. Sri Lanka ratified the amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/I).Regulations are being formulated. The Department of Export and Import Control is in the process of drafting regulations under the directions of the National Coordinating Committee. Regulations are drafted and to be gazetted in 2007.

A Cabinet decision was obtained to prohibit import of hazardous waste as specified in the Basel Convention from all countries (not restricting to annex VII countries).


	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Sri Lanka restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

Sri Lanka has taken a Cabinet decision to prohibit the import of hazardous wastes given in List A. Wastes given in List B will be considered on a case by case basis. Legislature have been prepared for this purpose.

The Cabinet decision was to prohibit import of hazardous waste from all countries (not restricting to annex VII countries).


	
	Restrictions on transit
Sri Lanka restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

The controlling procedures are in accordance with the provisions of the Basel Convention.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
A National Strategy for Solid Waste Management has been formulated, where waste avoidance is prioritized over other forms of treatment and disposal. 

The National Cleaner Production Policy & Strategy and the sectoral Cleaner Production Policies which cover major economic sectors (health, agriculture, Fisheries, tourism) of the country. 

A National Industrial Pollution Management Policy is in place.

The National Environmental Action Plan has advocated the establishment of a Cleaner Production Center as the first priority for waste reduction, and accordingly, a National Cleaner Production Center has been established under the Ministry of Industries

A National Plan for Hazardous waste management has been prepared.

National Cleaner Production Policy in place.

Database of Municipal Solid Waste in Sri Lanka has been updated.

Approval for importation of pesticides is granted on consignment basis.  At the time of granting approval, attention is paid to the amount of the product available with the consignee in order to avoid the accumulation of unwanted or obsolete stocks within the country.  Further consignments which are older than three months at the time of export from the country of origin are not allowed to import into the country. 

A decision was taken to introduce Load Based Licensing scheme under the Environmental protecting license program.

Cleaner Production activities are promoted island wide.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

Internal Management of Hazardous waste regulations are in place. These regulations have been revised to incorporate a prescribed list of hazardous waste identified under Non specific sources and Specific sources (List A & List B Wastes).

Guidelines for the implementation of hazardous waste management regulations are in place.

A guidance manual for safe and effective detection and investigation of illegal traffic and transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes has been prepared.

Environmental Protection License scheme and the Environmental Impact Assessment scheme under the National Environmental Act are in place.

Guidelines for siting of industries have been formulated.

Legislation for the implementation of the Load Based Licensing Scheme has been drafted.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
The Ministry of Industries facilitates ISO 14,000 certification for industries.

The environmental licensing scheme (EPL) and the EIA process have been introduced for the polluting industries under National Environment Act.

Arrangements are being made for implementation of the load based licensing scheme to minimize the discharge of hazardous and other wastes under the EPL System. 

The National Cleaner Production Center is functioning to reduce the generation of wastes from industries.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
The industrialists make an effort to obtain ISO 14000 Certification and adopt cleaner production approaches. The government as well as the private hospitals are in the process of obtaining the ISO 14000 certification.

Industrialists plan to cluster their industries at industrial parks and common waste treatment plants are established in industrial estates.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
National Strategy for Solid Waste Management advocates reduction of waste generation over reuse, reuse over recycling and recycling over environmentally friendly final disposal.

National Cleaner Production Policy, Strategy and Action Plan stress the adoption of methodologies to promote waste prevention, minimization strategies.

Minimization of Hazardous Waste covered under Stockholm Convention (National Implementation Plan for Stockholm Convention)

Load Based license scheme is specified under section 5.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
Regulations for Hazardous waste management have been prepared and will be gazatted shortly.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
Stress the importance of ISO 14000 certification and arrangements are being made to introduce load based licensing schemes to industrialists.

Companies seeking financial assistance on preferential terms from commercial banks are required to meet environmental conditions and to obtain Environmental Protection License.

Several pilot projects are being implemented by the Ministry of Environment and by the National Cleaner Production Center.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
Take part in cleaner production walk through audits conducted by the National Cleaner Production Center in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Industries.


	
	Others
Electronic Waste preliminary inventories have been prepared.

POPs preliminary inventories have been prepared. These cover hazardous waste stream such as PCB.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

No facilities available

At present there are no authorized organizations for disposal of hazardous waste. But negotiations are being conducted.  However, the Cabinet approval has been granted to seek private sector partnerships in management of hazardous waste in Sri Lanka.  Preliminary arrangements are being carried out to establish a hazardous waste management facility in Sri Lanka.

Industrialists treat their own waste under the Environmental Protection License. On the other hand industrialists are compelled to operate their own waste treatment plants.


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

· Cu Scrap; Melting; R4

· Zn Scrap; Melting; R4

· Al Scrap; Melting; R4
Many scrap melting plants are in operation.  Some are running at industrial scale.  These are equipped with air pollution control devices.  There are some cottage scale scrap melting industries as well.

At present there is no central company authorized in the country for the recovery of Hazardous waste. Industrialists have been requested to have their own waste treatment recovery plants under conditions stipulated in the Environmental Protection License scheme. Industrial Estates and Parks have Central Waste Treatment facilities. Some of the industries have been requested to have temporary storages for hazardous waste that is generated, until such time appropriate facilities are made available.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	No agreements




	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· Ministry of Environment, No. 104, ParisaraPiyasa”, Robert Gunawardena Mawatha, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka

· Central Environmental Authority, No: 104, Parisara Piyasa, Robert Gunawardhana Mawatha, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka

· Industrial Technology Institute, No 363, Bauddaloka Mawatha, Colombo 07

· Department of Customs, Customs House, Bristol Street, PO. Box 518, Colombo 01

· University of Colombo, Colombo, Sri Lanka University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka


	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	57,889 1)

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	57,889 1)

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	Not reported

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	6,001

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	0

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	0

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	0


1) Estimated amount.
