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	National Definition
	There is no national definition of waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste in Tunisia. 

National definition of hazardous waste used for the purpose of transboundary movements of waste exists in Tunisia. 

In Tunisia there is a national definition of hazardous wastes. Tunisian list (list available on request) of hazardous wastes consists of (i) wastes contained in Annex I (hazardous wastes list) and; (ii) any other waste containing any Annex II constituents and exhibits any Annex III hazard characteristics. Each hazardous waste is assigned a six digit code.

Tunisia regulates/controls additional wastes as hazardous that are not included in Art. 1 (1)a of the Basel Convention and would be controlled for the purpose of transboundary movements pursuant to Art. 1 (1)b. 

Wastes included in the Tunisian definition of hazardous wastes that are in addition to those defined under Art. 1 (1) a of the Basel convention.

The Secretariat of the Basel Convention has made the information transmitted to it, pursuant to article 3 of the Basel Convention, available on the website of the Basel Convention (http://www.basel.int/natdef/frsetmain.php).

Tunisia requires special consideration for the following waste(s) when subjected to transboundary movement: 

Waste anode butts made of petroleum coke and/or bitumen; used single-use cameras not containing batteries; wastes of synthetic or artificial fibres; waste photographic papers and films; spent activated carbons other than those mentioned in the Tunisian list of hazardous waste (list available on request) (080702, 180106); and ships and other floating engines to be dismantled, emptied of freight and any material classified as hazardous require special consideration when subjected to transboundary movement.


	Restrictions on Transboundary Movement
	Amendment to the Basel Convention

The amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1) has been implemented in Tunisia. 

Tunisia has ratified by law n°78 of 1999, on 2 August 1999, the Amendment to the Basel Convention (Decision III/1).


	
	Restrictions on export for final disposal

Tunisia restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

By law n°96-41 on wastes and the control of their management and disposal (entered into force on the 10 June 1996), the export of hazardous wastes, as defined by national legislation, for final disposal and for recovery, to any State that prohibits the import of such wastes, is banned. Also is banned the export of hazardous wastes, for final disposal and for recovery, to any State that does not prohibit the import of such wastes in the case of the absence of its specific written consent.

The authorization of export is not attributed unless the following conditions are met:

Due account is taken of international rules and standards in the field of packaging, labelling and transport;

The presentation of a written contract between the exporter and the disposer/person in charge of the recovery;

The presentation of an insurance contract presenting sufficient financial guarantees; and

The presentation of the movement document signed by the person who takes charge of the transboundary movement of the wastes in question.

Pursuant to the decree n°94-1742 of August 29, 1994 regarding the list of products submitted to foreign trade procedures, authorization from the Minister in charge of Trade after consultation with other relevant Ministries, is required for the import and export of non hazardous waste.

All countries are covered by this restriction.


	
	Restrictions on export for recovery

Tunisia restricts the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

By law n°96-41 on wastes and the control of their management and disposal (entered into force on the 10 June 1996), the export of hazardous wastes, as defined by national legislation, for final disposal and for recovery, to any State that prohibits the import of such wastes, is banned. Also is banned the export of hazardous wastes, for final disposal and for recovery, to any State that does not prohibit the import of such wastes in the case of the absence of its specific written consent.

The authorization of export is not attributed unless the following conditions are met:

Due account is taken of international rules and standards in the field of packaging, labelling and transport;

The presentation of a written contract between the exporter and the disposer/person in charge of the recovery;

The presentation of an insurance contract presenting sufficient financial guarantees; and

The presentation of the movement document signed by the person who takes charge of the transboundary movement of the wastes in question.

Pursuant to the decree n°94-1742 of August 29, 1994 regarding the list of products submitted to foreign trade procedures, authorization from the Minister in charge of Trade after consultation with other relevant Ministries, is required for the import and export of non hazardous waste.

All countries are covered by this restriction.


	
	Restrictions on import for final disposal

Tunisia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for final disposal. 

By law n°96-41 on wastes and the control of their management and disposal (entered into force on the 10 June 1996), the import of hazardous wastes, as defined by national legislation (Tunisian list of hazardous waste available on request), for final disposal and for recovery, is strictly prohibited. 

By law n°96-41, categories of waste, other than those defined as hazardous by national legislation, requiring specific control when imported, can be specified by decree.

Pursuant to the decree n°94-1742 of August 29, 1994 regarding the list of products submitted to foreign trade procedures, authorization from the Minister in charge of Trade after consultation with other relevant Ministries, is required for the import and export of non hazardous waste.

All countries are covered by this restriction.

	
	Restrictions on import for recovery

Tunisia restricts the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes for recovery. 

By law n°96-41 on wastes and the control of their management and disposal (entered into force on the 10 June 1996), the import of hazardous wastes, as defined by national legislation (Tunisian list of hazardous waste available on request), for final disposal and for recovery, is strictly prohibited. 

By law n°96-41, categories of waste, other than those defined as hazardous by national legislation, requiring specific control when imported, can be specified by decree.

Pursuant to the decree n°94-1742 of August 29, 1994 regarding the list of products submitted to foreign trade procedures, authorization from the Minister in charge of Trade after consultation with other relevant Ministries, is required for the import and export of non hazardous waste.

All countries are covered by this restriction.


	
	Restrictions on transit
Tunisia restricts the transit of hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

By law n°96-41 on wastes and the control of their management and disposal (entered into force on the 10th June 1996), the transit of hazardous wastes, as defined by national legislation, is not allowed until the reception by the exporter of the written authorization of the minister of the Environment and Land Use Planning. 

The authorization of transit is not attributed unless the conditions that are mentioned under the above sub-heading “Restrictions on export for final disposal and recovery” are met.

All countries are covered by this restriction.


	Reduction and/or Elimination of Hazardous Waste Generation


	National strategies/policies
The National strategy on wastes has four objectives. They are: (i) to ensure that wastes management takes place without endangering public health and the environment; (ii) to encourage the reduction in wastes in both qualitative and quantitative terms; (iii) to encourage recycling and re-use of wastes; and (iv) to establish methods and infrastructure to ensure wastes disposal to the lowest possible cost in environmental and economic terms.

The National Programme for Solid Wastes Management (PRONAGDES) was launched in 1993. The aim of the Programme is to provide the country with units for the treatment of household wastes, facilities for the treatment of hazardous wastes, and produce appropriate solutions and management plans for all categories of wastes.

A center for processing industrial and hazardous waste has been established in Jradou governorate of Zaghoun in Tunisia with an annual capacity of 90,000 tons. The center will process waste from all governorates of Tunisia. Three transfer centers are also established to complete the system, and limit transport distances to between 120 km and 180 km.

The main sections of the center are as follows:

- An administrative zone, with reception, office space, laboratory and car parks.

- A processing area, with installations for physico-chemical processing and solidification/stabilization.

The physico-chemical processing installation will be able to process 17,500 tons of liquid per annum.

The exploitation of this platform is intended to commence on 2008.

Implementation of pilot project: Africa Stockpile Programme for Tunisia (Total cost: 5,5 million US$, Period: November 2005 - November 2009).

Components:

- Establishment of a functional project management unit;

- Inventory of obsolete pesticides;

- Disposal of obsolete pesticides (repackaging, transport, intermediate storage taking safe measures and export stock of obsolete pesticides to Europe for incineration);

- Set-up measures to present the re-emergency of obsolete pesticides and promotion of alternative pest control strategies;

- Capacity building in management of obsolete pesticides field and communication and raising awareness of sound management and rational use of pesticides.

The year 2006, reported the following actions:

- Organization of training sessions in the inventory of obsolete pesticides stocks;

- Conducting an inventory of obsolete pesticides stored in depots (around 1,200 tons in 200 stores on May- October 2006).


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines

- Waste and waste treatment fall under the law n°96-41 of 1996 in which the following general objectives are defined: (i) prevention and reduction of wastes especially during fabrication and distribution of products (ii) valorization of wastes by re-use and recycling both as materials or energy source (iii) controlled final landfill as a last resort;

- Decree n°97-1102 laying down conditions and methods for the collection and management of used bags and packaging;

- Decree n°2002-693 (dated April 1st, 2002) laying down conditions and methods for the collection and the management of used lubricating oils and used oil filters. This decree defines the criteria and methods of recovery and regeneration of used lubricating oils, the collection and the valorization of the used oil filters;

- Decree n°2005-3395 of 26 December 2005 laying down conditions and methods for the collection of used batteries and accumulators.

- Following enactment of law 96-41 on wastes and the control of wastes management and disposal, legal instruments (decrees) on the management of categories of hazardous wastes, based on the polluter pays and producer recovers principles, are in the process of drafting;

- Standards on the concentration of pollutants in the industrial wastewater (metals, heavy metals, halogenated solvents, hydrocarbons, mineral oils, phenols, etc.) before junction to the public sewage works or abandon in the hydraulic and maritime property; and

- The environmental impact assessment (EIA) mandatory is obligatory for all activities (industrial, agricultural or commercial) that cause risks for pollution or degradation of the environment.

- Promulgation of law n°97-37 dated June 02, 1997 related to road transport of hazardous products which has been completed by decree in this regard.

- Starting a study on revising and updating Tunisian standards in the environment field.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
- Companies that carry out hazardous activities are obliged to pay taxes on a yearly basis;

- Companies that take measures to abate pollution may profit from special investment and tax tariffs;

- Exoneration of import tariffs and VAT for equipment that has to be imported and cannot be locally produced, and for VAT for locally produced equipment;

- Deduction of taxes of a maximum of 50% of profits reinvested or investment realized for equipment mentioned by decree n°94-1191; and

- The Fund on Pollution Abatement (FODEP). This fund has been installed by law n°92-122. It aims at helping the industries to invest in pollution abatement techniques. Projects are financed through this fund with the following financial scheme: 30% of the total project costs are to be financed with companies own means, up to 20% subsidy and for the remainder 50%, soft bank loans may be obtained. Projects are judged by the Ministry for the Environment through a fixed procedure.

As of 2006, the FODEP has contributed in extending funds to 420 pollution mitigation projects, waste collection, treatment and recycling projects and clean technologies projects, which received total grants amounting to about 25 million TND and total investment costs estimated as 128 million TND.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
- The only-one industry of pulp and paper has replaced the Denora-Permelec process of electrolysis for the production of chlorine used to whiten pulp by a membrane process, which presents less risk for the environment. Thus, the release of significant quantities of mercury in wastewater has been avoided;

- The new process of SOTULUB (the Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils) specialized in the re-refining and regeneration of waste mineral oil has permitted the avoidance of the generation of a significant quantity of hazardous wastes especially acid tars and used acid-treated clay;

- The Tunisian industry of electric transforms has avoided the use of mineral oils containing PCB;

- Two industries of asbestos-cement pipes, over three in Tunisia, have abandoned this process to the profit of plastic pipe process;

- The Tunisia’s only refinery has set up: (i) pre-treatment facilities to remove chemical pollutants (sulphur base chemicals, acids, etc.) and oil from wastewater (ii) treatment unit of sludge (high lead content); 

- The two industries of car batteries are recycling the lead fraction of the dead batteries;

- Around 50 industrial enterprises (electronics, mechanics, chemicals, oil extraction, etc.) have obtained ISO 14001 Certification.


	
	Others

- Hundreds of companies in Tunisia are working in the field of the management of wastes: household wastes, wastewater, plastic wastes, metal wastes, health care wastes, dead batteries and accumulators, used printer cartridges, radiological films, paper, sludge of wastewater treatment facilities. 105 companies received subventions from the National Fund on Pollution Abatement (FODEP);

- The Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils owns and operates a 16000 metric tonnes/year capacity plant for the re-refining and regeneration of used mineral oils; 

- A public system (ECO-LEF) for the collection (remunerated collection) of used packaging and its treatment, recycling and reuse was created. It is financed by contributions from members (producers, packagers, distributors and importers). Major indicators of the ECO-LEF system (for the year 2005):

- Number of “ECO-LEF” used packaging collection points: 200 points;

- Volumes collected: 11000 tonnes of used packaging.

- A public system (Eco-Zit) for the collection and the regeneration of the lubricating used oils was created. It is financed by contributions from oil companies. In 2005, 14000 tons of lubricating used oils have been collected and regenerated.

- A public system (Eco- Filtre) for the collection, the treatment and the recovery of the used oil filters was created. The system is financed from contributions from involved private companies.  

- Experimental operation of a pilot unit for the treatment of used oil filters (500 tons/year). Industries involved in this project are the Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils which takes care of recovery and regeneration of the oil fraction; a cement plant which collects the synthetic fraction and assures recovery of its energy content; and a foundry which handles the metal fraction; and 

- 21 old industrial zones have been rehabilitated and renovated.

In response to the aspirations of industrialists, the Tunis International Centre for Environmental Technologies (CITET) has granted priority order to capacity building in matter of environmental management, either based on ISO 14001, or on adopting efficient environmental management.

Creation of the National Waste Management Agency (established by decree n°2005-2137 dated August 22, 2005) which is entrusted with the design and implementation of the measures provided in the national waste management programmes, contributing in technical and financial assistance to municipalities, technical coaching of industrialists, oversight of the public systems related to waste management, operation and maintenance of the facilities dedicated to dangerous wastes, as well as drafting of "Terms and conditions" documents and authorization requirements in relation to waste management.


	Transboundary Movement Reduction Measures
	National strategies/policies
The National strategy on wastes has four objectives. They are: (i) to ensure that wastes management takes place without endangering public health and the environment; (ii) to encourage the reduction in wastes in both qualitative and quantitative terms; (iii) to encourage recycling and re-use of wastes; and (iv) to establish methods and infrastructure to ensure wastes disposal to the lowest possible cost in environmental and economic terms.

The National Programme for Solid Wastes Management (PRONAGDES) was launched in 1993. The aim of the Programme is to provide the country with units for the treatment of household wastes, facilities for the treatment of hazardous wastes, and produce appropriate solutions and management plans for all categories of wastes.

A center for processing industrial and hazardous waste has been established in Jradou governorate of Zaghoun in Tunisia with an annual capacity of 90,000 tons. The center will process waste from all governorates of Tunisia. Three transfer centers are also established to complete the system, and limit transport distances to between 120 km and 180 km.

The main sections of the center are as follows:

- An administrative zone, with reception, office space, laboratory and car parks.

- A processing area, with installations for physico-chemical processing and solidification/stabilization.

The physico-chemical processing installation will be able to process 17,500 tons of liquid per annum.

The exploitation of this platform is intended to commence on 2008.


	
	Legislation, regulations and guidelines
- Waste and waste treatment fall under the law n°96-41 of 1996 in which the following general objectives are defined: (i) prevention and reduction of wastes especially during fabrication and distribution of products (ii) valorization of wastes by re-use and recycling both as materials or energy source (iii) controlled final landfill as a last resort;

- Decree n°97-1102 laying down conditions and methods for the collection and management of used bags and packaging;

- Decree n°2002-693 (dated April 1st, 2002) laying down conditions and methods for the collection and the management of used lubricating oils and used oil filters. This decree defines the criteria and methods of recovery and regeneration of used lubricating oils, the collection and the valorization of the used oil filters;

- Decree n°2005-3395 of 26 December 2005 laying down conditions and methods for the collection of used batteries and accumulators.

- Following enactment of law 96-41 on wastes and the control of wastes management and disposal, legal instruments (decrees) on the management of categories of hazardous wastes, based on the polluter pays and producer recovers principles, are in the process of drafting;

- Standards on the concentration of pollutants in the industrial wastewater (metals, heavy metals, halogenated solvents, hydrocarbons, mineral oils, phenols, etc.) before junction to the public sewage works or abandon in the hydraulic and maritime property; and

- The environmental impact assessment (EIA) mandatory is obligatory for all activities (industrial, agricultural or commercial) that cause risks for pollution or degradation of the environment.

- Promulgation of law n°97-37 dated June 02, 1997 related to road transport of hazardous products which has been completed by decree in this regard.


	
	Economic instruments/ initiatives
- Companies that carry out hazardous activities are obliged to pay taxes on a yearly basis;

- Companies that take measures to abate pollution may profit from special investment and tax tariffs;

- Exoneration of import tariffs and VAT for equipment that has to be imported and cannot be locally produced, and for VAT for locally produced equipment;

- Deduction of taxes of a maximum of 50% of profits reinvested or investment realized for equipment mentioned by decree n°94-1191; and

- The Fund on Pollution Abatement (FODEP). This fund has been installed by law n°92-122. It aims at helping the industries to invest in pollution abatement techniques. Projects are financed through this fund with the following financial scheme: 30% of the total project costs are to be financed with companies own means, up to 20% subsidy and for the remainder 50%, soft bank loans may be obtained. Projects are judged by the Ministry for the Environment through a fixed procedure.

As of 2006, the FODEP has contributed in extending funds to 420 pollution mitigation projects, waste collection, treatment and recycling projects and clean technologies projects, which received total grants amounting to about 25 million TND and total investment costs estimated as 128 million TND.


	
	Measures taken by industries/waste generators
- The only-one industry of pulp and paper has replaced the Denora-Permelec process of electrolysis for the production of chlorine used to whiten pulp by a membrane process, which presents less risk for the environment. Thus, the release of significant quantities of mercury in wastewater has been avoided;

- The new process of SOTULUB (the Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils) specialized in the re-refining and regeneration of waste mineral oil has permitted the avoidance of the generation of a significant quantity of hazardous wastes especially acid tars and used acid-treated clay;

- The Tunisian industry of electric transforms has avoided the use of mineral oils containing PCB;

- Two industries of asbestos-cement pipes, over three in Tunisia, have abandoned this process to the profit of plastic pipe process;

- The Tunisia’s only refinery has set up: (i) pre-treatment facilities to remove chemical pollutants (sulphur base chemicals, acids, etc.) and oil from wastewater (ii) treatment unit of sludge (high lead content); 

- The two industries of car batteries are recycling the lead fraction of the dead batteries;

- Around 50 industrial enterprises (electronics, mechanics, chemicals, oil extraction, etc.) have obtained ISO 14001 Certification.


	
	Others
- Hundreds of companies in Tunisia are working in the field of the management of wastes: household wastes, wastewater, plastic wastes, metal wastes, health care wastes, dead batteries and accumulators, used printer cartridges, radiological films, paper, sludge of wastewater treatment facilities. 105 companies received subventions from the National Fund on Pollution Abatement (FODEP);

- The Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils owns and operates a 16000 metric tonnes/year capacity plant for the re-refining and regeneration of used mineral oils; 

- A public system (ECO-LEF) for the collection (remunerated collection) of used packaging and its treatment, recycling and reuse was created. It is financed by contributions from members (producers, packagers, distributors and importers). Major indicators of the ECO-LEF system (for the year 2005):

- Number of “ECO-LEF” used packaging collection points: 200 points;

- Volumes collected: 11000 tonnes of used packaging.

- A public system (Eco-Zit) for the collection and the regeneration of the lubricating used oils was created. It is financed by contributions from oil companies. In 2005, 14000 tons of lubricating used oils have been collected and regenerated.

- A public system (Eco- Filtre) for the collection, the treatment and the recovery of the used oil filters was created. The system is financed from contributions from involved private companies.  

- Experimental operation of a pilot unit for the treatment of used oil filters (500 tons/year). Industries involved in this project are the Tunisian Company of Lubricating Oils which takes care of recovery and regeneration of the oil fraction; a cement plant which collects the synthetic fraction and assures recovery of its energy content; and a foundry which handles the metal fraction; and 

- 21 old industrial zones have been rehabilitated and renovated.

In response to the aspirations of industrialists, the Tunis International Centre for Environmental Technologies (CITET) has granted priority order to capacity building in matter of environmental management, either based on ISO 14001, or on adopting efficient environmental management.

Creation of the National Waste Management Agency (established by decree n°2005-2137 dated August 22, 2005) which is entrusted with the design and implementation of the measures provided in the national waste management programmes, contributing in technical and financial assistance to municipalities, technical coaching of industrialists, oversight of the public systems related to waste management, operation and maintenance of the facilities dedicated to dangerous wastes, as well as drafting of "Terms and conditions" documents and authorization requirements in relation to waste management.


	Disposal/

Recovery Facilities
	Disposal facilities

· A controlled landfill for household wastes for the city of Tunis*; Specially engineered landfill with appropriate treatment facilities, authorization valid until 2012; D5

· Four controlled landfills for household wastes in the Medjerdah River basin; Specially engineered landfill with appropriate treatment facilities especially for composting; D5

· Seven controlled landfills for household wastes in the regions of Gabès, Jerba, Sfax, Bizerte, Kairouan, Sousse and Monastir.; Specially engineered landfill with appropriate treatment facilities; D5

· Five private facilities for the treatment of oil-containing and heavy metals-containing drilling mud and wastes (from the petroleum exploration and production); **; D9,D5
* Capacity of the facility: 700,000 mt (nominal capacity).

** Oil-waste separation. Physico/chemical treatment - neutralization – solidification – stabilization with cement prior to landfilling.

Further information can be obtained from: Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.


	
	Recovery/recycling/re-use facilities

· The Tunisian Company of Lubrication Oils (SOTULUB); Preflash/gas oil stripping/vacuum distillation/ fractionation; R9

· One public facility for the treatment of used oil filters; *; R1,R4,R9

· One Composting facility for organic household wastes; Aerobic digestion; R10

· 85 private companies recycling plastic wastes; Physical process (extrusion); R3

· Two companies recycling used lead-acid batteries; Reclamation of lead and plastics; R4
*Recovery of the metal fraction – regeneration of the oil fraction – use as a fuel (in a cement plant) of the synthetic fraction.

Further information can be obtained from: Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.


	Bilateral, Multilateral or Regional Agreements
	· Regional; ; 27.07.1992 -; Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa




	Technical Assistance and Training Available
	· No  assistance available



	Data on the Generation and Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Other wastes in 2006 (as reported)
	Quantities

(in metric tons)

	Generation
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)a (Annex I: Y1-Y45) of BC
	No data

	
	Amount of hazardous wastes generated under Art. 1(1)b of BC
	No data

	
	Total amount of hazardous wastes generated 
	No data

	
	Amount of other wastes generated (Annex II: Y46-Y47)
	2,000,000 1)

	Export
	Amount of hazardous wastes exported
	240

	
	Amount of other wastes exported
	Not reported

	Import
	Amount of hazardous wastes imported
	Not reported

	
	Amount of other wastes imported
	Not reported


1) Amounts refer to Y46. There are no incinerators in Tunisia and the incineration of household wastes in non-authorized facilities is strictly prohibited by law no. 96-41 of 10 June 1996 on Wastes and the Control of their Management and Disposal.
