Submission by Norway related to decision OEWG-VII/1 on the Strategic Framework for 2012-2021 
General comments

Norway thanks the Secretariat of the Basel Convention for its thorough work drafting means of implementation and indicators for the Strategic Framework for 2012-2021.

It is essential that the Strategic Framework provides a basis for raising the profile of hazardous wastes and waste issues in international forums and in the society as a whole in order to assure the necessary political commitment which in turn can secure the adequate capacity and resources. It is our opinion that overall, the drafted Framework may do this, but this will depend on the Parties being able to transform the Framework into concrete, result oriented activities in future work programmes. 
Norway therefore emphasises the need for transforming the Strategic Framework into concrete actions already from the two-year period 2012-2013. This implies that different means of implementation must be incorporated in the Programme of Work to be adopted by the tenth Conference of Parties. 
As regards the outcome of the discussions during OEWG 7 on the vision, the guiding principles, the goals and the objectives, Norway is in general content with the outcome, but would comment that the principle “Respect waste management legislative measures” remains unclear. The explanation of the principle is readable, but the combination of the principle and the explanation leaves the reader confused as to what is meant. We therefore ask for a clarification on this point. 
Means of implementation

The means of implementation seem to double several of the objectives as the means seem to say more or less the same as the relevant objectives. We recognise however that this may be unavoidable. 

Furthermore, we question the drafted structure of the document. The means of implementation now stand separate from the the logical structure of the Framework and that makes the document less accessible. As proposed for the indicators, we would ideally have seen the relevant means of implementation listed under each corresponding goal in the document which the OEWG 7 agreed on.
First cluster

Under the first bullet point, Norway welcomes an evaluation of the effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention on a regular basis, but as the means now stands, it looks very ambitious. The text should refer not to the Convention as a whole, but for example to “different elements of the Convention” in order to clarify that a continuous review of the entire Convention is not envisaged. That would have been too demanding. 

The second bullet point highlights an important task, but as the means now reads it is rather vague and provides little added value compared with the objectives, notably the objectives 2.1, 2.2 and 3.1. The means could be made more straight-forward by rewording it along the lines of “Support national efforts to implement the Convention”. 
Norway appreciates the regional approach taken in the fourth bullet point.

Second cluster
The first and second bullet points both appear to highlight the need for direct foreign investment. The first deals with domestic conditions, the second with international conditions. Norway would support to merge these two means, in particular because the goals of the direct foreign investment would be the same. The proposed means seem to address different goals in the two bullet points without a clear rationale. 
Norway welcomes the ambitions set out in the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh bullet points. 

Fourth cluster

Norway appreciates the emphasis put on cooperation with the Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions in the fourth cluster. 
The third bullet point suggests the establishment of a joint technical committee. Norway supports cooperation among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, but questions the need to establish a standing joint committee for this purpose. In our view, other ways and means to promote such cooperation should first be explored. 

The fourth bullet point is not easy to understand and we would prefer to have it reworded to make it clearer. 
Indicators

Norway appreciates that most indicators can be answered by a number. While this number would not say anything on the quality of the work performed, it provides a relevant and legitimate measurement of achievements under the Convention. 
Norway would like to participate at the foreseen consultative meeting to be held before 28 February 2011, and we therefore ask to be informed about when and where it will take place. 

